BUSH KINDER POLICY
Best Practice – Quality Area 1

PURPOSE
Children are natural learners. Bush Kinder will provide children with the time and an ideal environment
for them to learn in and will be a special part of your child’s kinder experience.
Each child’s developmental progression, advancing skill levels and particular interests will be noted by
their teachers. The teachers will use this knowledge to support the children’s learning as they do in all
kinder sessions.
The teachers will support the children as they take the risks and face challenges essential to their
learning.

VALUES
CKCC is committed to:
•

Taking every reasonable precaution to protect children being educated and cared for by the
service from harm and any hazard.

•

Supervise children adequately at all times.

•

To meet the educational and developmental need of the children.

SCOPE
The Bush Kinder educational program will be planned, documented and delivered to children
attending. The program enhances the children’s learning and development and is based on an
approved learning framework. This policy applies to parents, educators, committee members,
authorised persons and students.

BACKGROUND AND LEGISLATION
Selecting the bush kinder site:
CKCC will take into account below factors when selecting a bush kinder site:
•

Distance from the centre that may impact the method of transportation.

•

Ensure adequate pick up and drop off areas.

•

Natural boundaries of the site.

•

Range of natural elements which can integrate into the educational program and practice.

•

Distance from large bodies of water.

•

Any hazards at the site and ways of addressing these hazards.

•

Adequate surveillance and lines of sight for educator’s supervision.

•

Parkland management support.

•

Access for children with disability or mobility issues.

•

Shelter facilities in case of extreme weather condition if the chosen site is some distance from
the service.

Delivery and collection of children
The children will be leaving the centre as a group with the teachers and volunteers (parent). They will
leave/return the centre by public transport.
BUSH KINDER SITE:
Wattle Park, Riversdale Road, Burwood.
Transportation:
Tram No.70 (get on-stop 43 Trafalgar Road/ Get off- stop 61 Elgar Road/ Riversdale Road-last stop.
Time: 9.00am till approximately 2.30pm.

DEFINITIONS
Authorisation for the bush kinder outing.
An authorisation form is given to the parents at the beginning of each year that includes the bush
kinder and excursions. The teacher will inform the parents of the time, purpose and location of the
outing.
Adequate supervision: (In relation to this policy) supervision entails all children (individuals and
groups) in all areas of the service, being in sight and/or hearing of an educator at all times including
during toileting, sleep, rest and transition routines. Services are required to comply with the legislative
requirements for educator-to-child ratios at all times. Supervision contributes to protecting children
from hazards that may emerge in play, including hazards created by the equipment used.
Adequate supervision refers to constant, active and diligent supervision of every child at the service.
Adequate supervision requires that educators are always in a position to observe each child, respond
to individual needs and immediately intervene if necessary. Variables affecting supervision levels
include:
• Number, age and abilities of children.
• Number and positioning of educators.
• Current activity of each child.
• Areas in which the children are engaged in an activity (visibility and accessibility).
• Developmental profile of each child and of the group of children.
• Experience, knowledge and skill of each educator.
• Need for educators to move between areas (effective communication strategies).
Approved learning framework: A document that outlines practices that educators and co-ordinators
must use to support and promote children’s learning. The Early Years Learning Framework
(Belonging, Being & Becoming) and the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
are approved learning frameworks for use in Victoria (refer to Sources).
Learning: A natural process of exploration that children engage in from birth, as they expand their
intellectual, physical, social, emotional and creative capacities. Early learning is closely linked to early
development.
Learning framework: Refer to approved learning framework above.
Learning outcome: A skill, knowledge or disposition that educators can actively promote in early
childhood settings, in collaboration with children and families.
Learning relationships: Relationships that further children’s learning and development. Both adult
and child have intent to learn from one another.
Play-based learning: A context for learning through which children organise and make sense of their
social world as they engage actively with people, objects and representations.
Ratio: 2x teachers and 1x volunteer parent - 11 children (1:4). The children who aren’t attending on
that day, they can be companied with their parents and go home after the bush kinder.
Requirements:

•

Children: myki cards, own lunch, water, wearing appropriate clothes, for bush walking/outdoor
play, trousers, long sleeve shirts, comfortable closed in/waterproof shoes, spare clothes, hats,
rain gear (depending on weather condition).

•

Teachers: First Aid kits, children’s medication and minimisation risk management (Epipen,
Asthma pump), families’ contact list, accident form, paper towels, wet wipes, disposable gloves,
mobile phone, hats, sunscreen (summer), rain gear.

Weather Condition:
•

Risk assessment will be done before the program.

•

The children will be going on the bush excursion in most all-weather conditions.

•

When the temperature is 30 degrees or over the children will leave the centre by 8.30am and
return by 1.00-1.30pm to avoid heat.

•

Bush kinder will be cancelled on a stormy day.

LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS
Relevant legislation and standards include but are not limited to:
• Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010.
• Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011: Regulations 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 123,
355, 357, 360.
• National Quality Standard, Quality Area 1: Educational Program and Practice.
− Standard 1.1: An approved learning framework informs the development of a curriculum that
enhances each child’s learning and development.
− Element 1.1.3: The program, including routines, is organised in ways that maximise
opportunities for each child’s learning.
− Element 1.1.5: Every child is supported to participate in the program.
• National Quality Standard, Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety.
− Standard 2.3: Each child is protected.
− Element 2.3.1: Children are adequately supervised at all times.
− Element 2.3.2: Every reasonable precaution is taken to protect children from harm and any
hazard likely to cause injury.
The most current amendments to listed legislation can be found at:
•
•

Victorian Legislation – Victorian Law Today: http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/
Commonwealth Legislation – ComLaw: http://www.comlaw.gov.au/

The excursions to bush kinder site is regarded as an excursion and staff-child ratio must be followed.
Delivering the program at the bush kinder site.

Ratios and

Educator to child ratios must be met whenever children are being educated and

qualifications

cared for including outside an education and care service (section 169, regulation
123(1)(c).
At least 50 per cent of the educators required to meet the relevant educator to child
ratios must have, or be actively working towards, at least one approved diploma
level education and care qualification (regulation 126(1)(a).
All other educators required to meet the relevant educator to child ratios for the

service must have, or be actively working towards, at least an approved certificate
III level education and care qualification (regulation 126(1)(b).
Consideration must be given, as part of the risk assessment of the bush kinder as a
regular outing (regulation 101(2)(f), as to whether educator to child ratios will need
to be higher than the prescribed requirement (section 169) and/or other responsible
adults will be required to ensure that adequate supervision of children is maintained
at all times.

First aid

The following persons must be in attendance at any place where children are being

requirements

educated and cared for by the service:
•

at least one educator with a current approved first aid qualification; and

•

at least one educator with current approved anaphylaxis management
training; and

•

at least one educator with current approved emergency asthma
management training (regulation 136(1).

Toilet and

Adequate toilet, washing and drying facilities must be provided for safe use by

facilities

children (regulation 109) including additional water for hand washing.

Food and

Children must have access to safe drinking water, including additional water for

beverages

drinking on high temperature days.
Children bring their own food or the centre will provide appropriate food for the
children who have forgotten to bring their own (regulation 78).

Sun protection

Sun safe and protective clothing should be available for each child. Sunscreen and
sun hats should also be used (section 167, regulation 168).

Administration

If a child has a specific health care need, allergy or relevant medical condition a

of medication

medical management plan and risk minimisation plan must be developed or
modified outlining the process to be followed in the event of an incident related to
the child’s specific health care need, allergy or relevant medical condition arises
when the child is attending the bush kinder (regulation 90).
Emergency plans must be in place, which allow each child to be easily removed
from the bush kinder site in the case of an emergency (regulation 97).
Risk minimisation plans must take into account such matters as keeping medication
at the required temperature and ensuring it is not accessible to children.

Items to take

Incident, injury, trauma and illness policies and procedures of the centre must be

to the bush

followed at the bush kinder.

kinder to

When children attend a bush kinder program, the following items must be taken

address

with educators:

incident,
injury and
trauma

•

An appropriate number of suitably equipped first aid kits which must be
portable and readily accessible (regulation 89).

•

An operating mobile telephone with an appropriate telephone network;

(regulation 98).
•

The contact information of any person who is to be notified of any incident,
injury, trauma or illness involving the child and the child’s registered
medical practitioner or medical service (regulations 85-87).

SOURCES AND RELATED POLICIES
Sources
• Belonging, Being & Becoming – The Early Years Learning Framework for
Australia: http://education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework
• Educators’ Guide to the Early Years Learning Framework for
Australia: http://education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework
• Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care Services
National Regulations 2011, ACECQA: www.acecqa.gov.au
• Guide to the National Quality Standard, ACECQA: www.acecqa.gov.au
• National Quality Standard Professional Learning
Program: www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/nqsplp
• Victorian Early Years Learning and Development
Framework: www.education.vic.gov.au/earlylearning/eyldf/default.htm
• Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework – Resources for
Professionals: www.education.vic.gov.au/earlylearning/eyldf/profresources.htm
• Education and Training fact sheet Bush Kinder.
• National Quality Framework, Bush Kinder
Service policies
• Code of Conduct Policy.
• Environmental Sustainability Policy.
• Inclusion and Equity Policy.
• Interactions with Children Policy.
• Nutrition and Active Play Policy.

• Participation of Volunteers and Students Policy
• Road Safety and Safe Transport Policy.
• Sun Protection Policy.
• Supervision of Children Policy.
• Water Safety Policy.

EVALUATION
In order to assess whether the values and purposes of the policy have been achieved, the Approved
Provider will:
• Regularly seek feedback from everyone affected by the policy regarding its effectiveness.
• Monitor the implementation, compliance, complaints and incidents in relation to this policy.
• Keep the policy up to date with current legislation, research, policy and best practice.
• Revise the policy and procedures as part of the service’s policy review cycle, or as required.
• Notify parents/guardians at least 14 days before making any changes to this policy or its
procedures.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
AUTHORISATION
This policy was adopted by the Approved Provider of Camberwell Kindergarten and Child Care
Centre Inc. on 04/05/2019.

REVIEW DATE: 04/05/2021
Reviewed annually or requested.

